Hirsutoid papillomas of vulvae: absences of human papilloma virus (HPV) DNA by the polymerase chain reaction.
We have analyzed the specimens from 16 women with hirsutoid papillomas of the vulvae for the presence of HPV DNA using the polymerase chain reaction. The subjects' ages ranged from 27 to 43 years. In all cases, smooth or filiform papules were symmetrically located on the inner surface of both labia minora. Histologically, the lesions consist of acanthosis or papillomatosis without koilocytes and mitotic activity. Eight of 16 specimens were studied by transmission electron microscopy (TEM). No HPV granules were found in the nuclei of keratinocytes. HPV DNA could not be detected in all specimens. Positive controls were present in each assay. These results suggest that the papules of hirsutoid papillomas of the vulvae are unrelated to HPV. Chronic irritants and inflammation may play an important role in pathogenesis.